[First experiences with a written consent form for patients prior to cataract surgery (author's transl)].
The first experiences with a written consent form signed by patients prior to cataract surgery are presented. Details of possible surgical complications were discussed with the patient. The average time for this type of discussion was 15,6 min (7--30 min). The positive outcome of this study appeared to be that the confidence of the patient towards the surgeon or the hospital did not suffer nor did any patient change his decision to undergo surgery. This was tasted in a questionnaire showed to the patients after the discussion on possible complications. Some patients stated that they preferred enlightment on the day before surgery, whereas others would have preferred to have the written consent form sent home some days before surgery to have chance to discuss the problems with their relatives.